| R. _/-"/
| winier road
uuﬂ't -

M"‘f—:—ﬂff/-‘

ISSUE TWELVE : FALL 2018
OPEN RIVERS
RETHINKING WATER, PLAGE &

Er ety Valla g0
B :zr,;ur ae

Totokitiy 1
~§amekngo™
Wawa orYetlow LET-

Ottawa L-
(Conzt o;msl-ﬁ

Yorie work

. : EWAANT,

htt://oenrive.rs.umn.edu
An interdisciplinary online journal rethinking the Mississippi
from multlple perspectlves W|th|n and beyond the academy

e M"Q i T '1‘ o ; i
5 o P : 1]’0‘

jrrd..i‘otahl %

t;?

i "'%/



http://openrivers.umn.edu

The cover image is a detail from Hydrographical Basin of the Upper Mississippi River From Astro-
nomical and Barometrical Observations Surveys and Information by Joseph Nicolas Nicollet, 1843.

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCom-
mercial 4.0 International License. This means each author holds the copyright to her or his work, and
grants all users the rights to: share (copy and/or redistribute the material in any medium or format)
or adapt (remix, transform, and/or build upon the material) the article, as long as the original author
and source is cited, and the use is for noncommercial purposes.

Open Rivers: Rethinking Water, Place & Community is produced by the University of Minnesota
Libraries Publishing and the University of Minnesota Institute for Advanced Study.

Editors

Editor:
Patrick Nunnally, Institute for Advanced Study,
University of Minnesota

Administrative Editor:
Phyllis Mauch Messenger, Institute for Advanced
Study, University of Minnesota

Assistant Editor:
Laurie Moberg, Institute for Advanced Study,
University of Minnesota

Media and Production Manager:
Joanne Richardson, Institute for Advanced Study,
University of Minnesota

Contact Us

Open Rivers

Institute for Advanced Study
University of Minnesota
Northrop

84 Church Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Telephone: (612) 626-5054

Fax: (612) 625-8583

E-mail: openrvrs@umn.edu

Web Site: http://openrivers.umn.edu

ISSN 2471-190X

OPEN RIVERS : ISSUE TWELVE : FALL 2018

Editorial Board

Jay Bell, Soil, Water, and Climate, University of
Minnesota

Tom Fisher, Minnesota Design Center, University
of Minnesota

Lewis E. Gilbert, futurist
Mark Gorman, Policy Analyst, Washington, D.C.

Jennifer Gunn, History of Medicine, University of
Minnesota

Katherine Hayes, Anthropology, University of
Minnesota

Nenette Luarca-Shoaf, Art Institute of Chicago

Charlotte Melin, German, Scandinavian, and
Dutch, University of Minnesota

David Pellow, Environmental Studies, University
of California, Santa Barbara

Laura Salveson, community member and artist

Mona Smith, Dakota transmedia artist; Allies:
media/art, Healing Place Collaborative


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.lib.umn.edu/publishing
https://www.lib.umn.edu/publishing
http://ias.umn.edu/
mailto:openrvrs@umn.edu
http://openrivers.umn.edu

CONTENTS

Introductions

Introduction to Issue Twelve
By Patrick Nunnally, Editor

Guest Editor’s Introduction to Issue Twelve: Watery Places and Archaeology
By Amélie Allard

Features
The View From Watery Places: Rivers and Portages in the Fur Trade Era

By Amélie Allard and Craig N. Cipolla

Life, Land, Water, and Time: Archaeologist Doug Birk and the Little Elk Heritage Preserve
By Rob Mann

Rivers and Bones
By Katrina Yezzi-Woodley, Martha Tappen, Reed Coil, and Samantha Gogol

Perspectives

Rivers Flood Regularly During Hurricanes, But Get Less Attention Than Coastlines
By Craig Colten

Geographies

Past Flowing to Present and Future Along the Upper Mississippi
By John Crippen

Primary Sources
Fake News? Tracing the Flows of Public Perceptions in Historic Newspaper Reporting

By Katherine Hayes

Teaching And Practice

Putting Suppliers on the Map
By Kelly Meza Prado

In Review

Review of Between the World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi Coates
By Lark Weller

Editorial

Thank You
By Open Rivers Editorial Staff

OPEN RIVERS : ISSUE TWELVE : FALL 2018

10

28

31

o1

ol

n

18

84

90



PRIMARY SOURCES

FAKE NEWS? TRACING THE FLOWS
OF PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS IN HISTORIC
NEWSPAPER REPORTING

By Katherine Hayes

he assertion of “fake news” and the vilification attention to the subtle and not-so-subtle ways

of journalists are causes for concern (to say that people of color have been made to appear
the least) in the contemporary moment, but violent or dangerous, even when they are the
as we reflect upon these concerns we might victims of violence, let alone when they are
also remember that there is a reason why such accused of criminal activity. This is brought into
accusations strike a chord with the public. Bias relief when white perpetrators are portrayed
in media representation has impacts across the as merely troubled, suffering from illness or
political spectrum. Activists in the Black Lives disadvantage, and as isolated cases rather than
Matter movement have very effectively drawn representative of a group. These representations

T

Field work at Fort Snelling. Image courtesy of Lisa Miller, University of Minnesota.
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then circulate as widely as the media reaches, and
have impacts. As wise consumers of news media,
then, we constantly read through that bias, or

at least attempt to discern its effects. Bias, after
all, is simply the product of standpoint which we
cannot avoid — we can only seek to understand
our blind spots, and address them.

Historic newspaper reporting can be an excellent
first-hand view on how public perception is
shaped from specific standpoints, and how

those perceptions flow across broad distances to
connect and shape partisan discourse. I'll offer up
an example from the Saint Paul Pioneer reporting
on two criminal cases which played out at Fort

Snelling, the military installation at the conflu-
ence of the Minnesota and Mississippi rivers, in
1865.[1] I read these in the course of my research
on how the constructed Fort Snelling and its
place within the landscape have acted to enforce
a carceral state on particular people. Though the
cases are grounded in this place, I realized that
the reporting carried their impacts far and wide.
The cases are not fake news; the basic facts of
the cases—charges, court rulings, appeals, and
sentencing—may be easily corroborated. But

the reporting demonstrates a striking parallel to
some of the kinds of media bias we struggle with
today: accusations of regional partisanship, and
racialized representations of the accused.
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" PRYOR, THE MURDERER.

A‘ﬁmz “to tﬁie 'Dbbme.&' .Maén.

CHE

" oners tinder urrest for ’

STRENUOUSLY ‘DENIES WIS
_ L.

i Our reporter yealerdny viited Ji uém Pryor,
‘lhe mmﬂerar at Fort| Bnellmg, condemned to
“he. haog on Oct. 10, two jveeks from to-day.
We wefe in company wilh W, lI Grant,
“Esqt, “the prisoner’s. at'omey - Col. McLareu

F

" comwandant of the p at, kindly went with us, ;

to secure.for us passage through the triple line

- of- guards on the interior and evtenm of the
wol \[ﬂﬂnry Prison.” | :

"+ TUF MILITARY I'RISON,
This pnsan is a stont stone bui l].LJ.'lng Lru.ted
h.sL fadl for the sccnre hcepmg of ni Hitary pris-
varipus grimes, snd

" combipes in onc ediﬁce ‘(three large Apartments

- geon with cells,
. mon’
- placed for e few hours for’ triyial oflences
S (r!runkenneﬂs d;soracrly conduet, &e.) This

ta mmlinh i Aanan

in & ¥0ow) a guard ho:llae a pnstmliand a don-
In the lirst room is the com-

“Gnurd IIouse,” where EUldll'_‘]a are

is guarded only by a- zentinel at the' door’

Tr il wrova o fave linen davinm

MIIHE

ﬂlHEIHB

Shakopee ancl Methcme Bottle
'Sentenced to Smug. '

'rumf mem THE NEWS WITH
STOICAL wmroﬂmn.

. Yesterday Gen. Corse received orderé from
‘Washington approving the- finding of the Mil-
itary Commission . which tried the two Indians
8hakopee and Medicine- Bottle, and an order
from Major General Pope ‘directing their'éxe-
cution at sdeh time as ;Gen. Corse may fix.
The order from Washmgion is-ne follows :

THE PRESIDENT APPROYES TIIE STSTENCE.

| General Court Martial, Orders No. 508.7 .

W.ar DrErawrTMEST, AD2’r. GEN'S. OFncr., }_ ]

WasimxeTow, Bept. 7, 1865,

" I. Before a Military Commission which -con-
-vened at Fort Snelling, "Minnesota, November
20, 1854, pursuant to special orders No,
dated November 18, 1864, and No. 248, dal.ed
November 25, 11864, Headquarters District of
Minnceota, Dapmr.mem of the Northwest, 3t.
Paul, Minneseds, and of which Capt. John R.
Jnnca, 2d Minnesota Cavalry was Prcsldent
were arraigned and tried,

1. Tahla e-ehush-nadi-meanne, alias Mcdlmm_
Bottle, a Sioux Indian.

Cuarce I—** Murder.”

Cirarce 11 —-“P'tmmpauou in the murdcra
massacres and other outrages committed bs'

‘the E!}ouxlndmns upon the white settlers.in

AL 2 Ma-a-

pHe SAINT PAUL |

thelr execntion has not been fixed, but it 51
mprobable that it will be the same dayast
execution of Pryor. TlLe long delay in the
view and approval of the finding had alm
indoced our - citizens to  beligve that th
fiends were to escape the puniahmanl. due ti
crime, ag gcores of others. did in -2 and
But Justice though often slow, is-alw
“sure;” and those. who desire can _soon

'| Messrs, Bixand Bottle shuffe oﬁ this mo

coil in a pnbl:c manner.

ARBITAL or HoRACE Gnnm*r -—H
Horace Greeley arrived on the Itasea yester
morning, and proceeded to the Internatio
where "he remained several hours. In
meantime he was waited on by tlie Leel
Committce of our L;bmrj Association,
whom he promised to- deliver-a lecture
cvening in aid of the institution.’

A commitlee of Minneapolis gentlemen t
took Mr. Greeley in charge, and escoried |
to the Falls. - To.day he  goes. down, in ¢
pany with a numbel of invited guests; ¢
sort of oxeursion to celebrate the opening
the "tlmnc_'som Central Railroad from Mit
apolis to Dundas, He will return-to this
on the Albai.x this evéning at 714 ucloc‘k
leeture here.  See notice elsewhere.

To-morrow, we lenrn, Mr. Greeley lecl

‘al the State Fair, and will be eompelled by

‘engagemenls to go’ down Lbc rn or on Th
day.

Detail from “Saint Paul Pioneer” on September 26th of 1865. Their cases were detailed in side-
by-side columns. Headlines foregrounded how they would be painted: “Pryor, the Murderer...
Strenuously Denies His Guilt” while Shakopee and Medicine Bottle “Receive the News With
Stoical Composure.” All three were condemned to be hanged.

Download the full page of the September 26, 1865, “Saint Paul Pioneer.”
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In the fall of 1865, the military prison at Fort
Snelling held three men awaiting their sentences.
Two of them are still referred to today, whenever
we recall the Dakota 38+2 executed after the
US-Dakota War of 1862. The “+2” were Sakpe
and Wakanozanzan, called Shakopee or Little Six
and Medicine Bottle in the newspapers, who were
captured in 1864 in Canada and returned to Fort
Snelling to be tried for their war participation.
The third man was John Pryor, an Irish immi-
grant who had enlisted in the army to serve in
the Civil War and who was found guilty of fatally
shooting a fellow soldier. On September 26th of
1865, their cases were detailed in side-by-side col-
umns of the Saint Paul Pioneer (SPP). Headlines
foregrounded how they would be painted: “Pryor,
the Murderer... Strenuously Denies His Guilt”

The White Soldler Candidate or the
Black Joldier Candidate---Wiiich

! uﬁnlnt iainh iatﬂntpr *| doyouPreter.

e — | Every citizen must make Lis choice
EDNESDAY OL"I‘(J_ER 11 ’ take sides for or against the white soldiers
_ == == | whose patriotism and valor saved the
“ Little %Ix? and * Medicine HBogrde®  Union, while the rebels® of the Bouth and

fiot 16 be Mueng. | the radicals of the Nortth were plotting

*Col  MoLaren, commandant at Fort | its roin.  There is no middle ground, no

sml'l,-ug. received by telegraph, last even- | dodging the issue.. Are you for or against

1. PAUL W

- ————— e

iig, the following order : |
y Wasmxorox, Oct. 10, 1865,

(! N, 1

.; h:‘f 3"\'&_ ‘A:dm Officer r‘wmumldmy w

The President dirgc’s that the execution of
the two Indiansunder eentence of death for
execation wn:pbrrou. be suspended uotil fur-
ther orders. -

You will acknowledge immediately the re-

eelpt of this order,
y ender of the Presldent.
EDWIN M. SsTANTON.
Becretary of War.

We hava no kuowledge of the reasons
whicl induced the President to suspend
the execution of the Indian murderers, but

| it is presumed that the order was [jissued
| through the representations of their*Eas-
tern sympathizers, who learned by the
newspapers of the sentence of the Qourt
and of the day appointed to carry it into
effect. It is quite likely they will prevail
on the President,to commute the sen-
tence to imprisonment on Rock Island, un-
less our military and State authorities be-
stir themselves in the matter. The action

the white soldiers, the veterans who were
fighting for tue Union while many of you
were safe at Lome, enjoying the emoln-
ments of your contracts, your offices, your
honest or dishonest gains, and only-talk-
ing loyelty and patriotism ¢-

It will not do to show your courage by
fighting the soldiers’ battles over again in
mouthing dpeeches, or to expend your zeal
in denouncing repentent rebels, or attempt
to prove your ‘“loyalty * by talking about
“Oopperheads.” All tlis sort of thing
‘“is played out,” and you, Mr. Oandidate,
will be played out and ought to be played
out unless you go far the white soldier.,

The white soldiers have been .to
the war, they have. seen the ele-
phant—the ‘‘blood red hands™ of the
rebels, (as the poetic MarsEALL expresses
the idea), and ‘“the fighting black heroes,”
whom the radicals say are the best sol-
diers in the world, ahd they have come
home to see the blood-red tongues of the

while Shakopee and Medicine Bottle “Receive the
News With Stoical Composure.” All three were
condemned to be hanged.

The side-by-side reporting foreshadowed—or
possibly contributed to—how their cases unfold-
ed. As detailed through reprinted correspon-
dence, Pryor appealed his case through a writ of
habeas corpus and an argument that as his crime
was not committed as part of wartime activity
he should not have been tried by a military court
martial. On October 8, the SPP reported that
Pryor’s appeal had been denied, and that the date
of his execution was set for the following week.
The unnamed reporter added that the scaffold
was already under construction, and predicted
that, when realizing his fate was sealed, Pryor’s

Farson Brownlow on Negro Suffrage.

! Gov. BeowxNrow, in his recent message
to the Tennessee Legislature indulges in
what we consider some 'very sound talk.
He first advoeates a full and universal par-

ing leaders, but thinks that the leaders
themselves should be punished and placed
beyond all power to nurtare the growth
of a neiv rebellion. He argues in favor of
offering all possible inducements ‘to immj-
gration from the States of the North and
from Europe, and thinks that T

with her fertile lands and great minera] re-
Bouroes, presents a grand field for enter-
prize and wealth. The Governor says

enough for the negro.” There are some
negroea to whom, on account of their in-
telligence and the amount of property they
possess, be would not object to giving the
right hand of suffrage : the large majority
of them, however, are not to be relied npon
becanse they are ignorant, docile, and
easily to be led by designing men.” He
believes that a *“loyal negro * is better
than a disloyal white man  The question
of negro suffrage, he argues, is beyond the
‘power of Congress and subject exclusively
to the control of the Btates repectively.

don to the masses of the people Bouth who |
weré deluded into the rebellion by design- |

that . “‘for the present we have done |

B0 Or e oo —

He says : W

I think it wanld ha a had cana_ .

LEF2228RiBPNe eneven

Detail from “Saint Paul Pioneer” on October 11, reporting a telegram from the Secretary of War
ordering that the executions of Shakopee and Medicine Bottle be suspended.
Download the full page of the October 11, 1865, “Saint Paul Pioneer.”
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“mental condition will be pitiable indeed.” In
contrast, the writer noted that Shakopee and
Medicine Bottle, who were supposed to be exe-
cuted on the same scaffold during the same week,
“view their approaching fate with great indiffer-
ence and stoicism, either real or apparent.” The
representation of this indifference, coupled with
earlier descriptions denigrating their appearance,
intelligence, and even humanity, helps to con-
struct the settler colonial ideal of an inevitable
Native disappearance. It rings familiar with
contemporary representations of people of color
as irredeemable and ungrievable.

And then the unthinkable happened. On October
11, the SPP reported a telegram from the
Secretary of War ordering that the executions

of Shakopee and Medicine Bottle be suspended.
This was followed by an editorial diatribe: “We
have no knowledge of the reasons which induced
the President to suspend the execution of the
Indian murderers, but it is presumed that the
order was issued through the representations

of their Eastern sympathizers who learned by
the newspapers of the sentence of the Court and
of the day appointed to carry it into effect. ...If
the morbid sympathy of the people at [sic] the
East for the red murderers of our citizens, can
influence the Government to shield them from
adequate punishment, the people of this State
will find a remedy and fearlessly apply it.”[2]
The circulation of information caused a flare of
regional partisanship, no longer simply a matter
of local politics, and especially engendering
resentment towards the faraway federal seat

of government.[3] Perhaps this resentment
contributed to the representation in the same
day’s reporting of a petition to commute Pryor’s
sentence. While earlier reporting had cast doubt
on his expressions of remorse, he was now paint-
ed with more sympathy — especially when held in
comparison to the other case at hand. “There is
much sympathy for John Pryor, who is sentenced
to be hung at the Fort on Friday next for shooting
a comrade, and it has greatly increased since

the news was received that the execution of the

OPEN RIVERS : ISSUE TWELVE : FALL 2018 / PRIMARY SOURCES

Indian murderers had been indefinitely post-
poned. Pryor killed one man, while he was under
the influence of liquor and ungovernable passion,
whilst each of the Indians were found guilty of
murdering a score of frontier settlers.”

Download the full letter to the editor of the
October 14, 1865, “Saint Paul Pioneer.”

This anti-Indian racism was not representative
of all settlers; at least one citizen submitted

a letter to the editor, printed on October

14th, which called attention to a number of
“palliating” factors to the case against Shakopee
and Medicine Bottle. The writer noted in their
defense that evidence against them was weak,
that Civil War rebels were being pardoned for
their actions in war, that the Dakota people had
been systematically disenfranchised for years,
and that many reports of the two men were far
more sympathetic than those appearing in the
Saint Paul Pioneer. The editors responded with
self-congratulations—for printing the letter—and
a very back-handed acknowledgement of other
perspectives: “Without endorsing the views of the
writer... we are not unwilling to vary the monot-
ony of abuse which has been poured upon these
Indians, by ventilating whatever may be said in
their favor, which is not much, although the Devil
is not always as black as he is painted.” Despite
the airing of dissenting opinion, the settler
colonial order was shortly restored, as Pryor’s
sentence was commuted while the execution of
Shakopee and Medicine Bottle was rescheduled
for November 11. Their hanging was public, and
the Saint Paul Pioneer marked the occasion with
a long write-up.

Was this all fake news, in the glaringly biased
representations of the prisoners and their
military interlocutors? “Fake news” is used, in the
contemporary moment, either to accuse of bias or
of outright misinformation. In the former sense,
yes—and we can only hope that at least a reader
today would easily identify those mischaracteri-
zations. But the reporting gives great insight both

74
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THE CONDEMNED INDIANS.

't he Supposedy Reasons which In-
duced President Johnson to

Buspend their Fzxe-
~ oution,

The Evidence upom which they
were Condemned---Palliat-
ing Circumstances &c.

Tio tha Editer of the Ploneer:

What the Influences were that_procdfed »
suspension of the execution of Sbakcpee and
Medlelne Bottle we do not know, Purhaps It
was that It was thooght their desth wonld
aperate lnjurionsly npon the consummation of
the treatiea which are now beiog attempted to
be effacted with the hoatile Liibes. Ferhaps it
was that the testimony was not entirely con-
cluslve. .

There 1s no witness who saw elther Bhako-
pee or Medicine Bottle kill & single person or
fire at the whites in battle or otherwise. There
I8 no evidence that Bhakopee ever went to
battle, or carrled away any plunder. Four
witnesscs swear that Bhakopee stated he had
killed white people on the first day of the out-
break on thoe west side of the Minnesota, oppo-
site the Agency. On such admissions, unsap-
ported by other testimony, a convietion can.
not legally bo bad in the civil courts. Two of
these witnessea wear in effect that these nd-
wissions were made nnder the followlng cir-
cumstaoces, ‘The massacre commenced Io the
moroing —at night the warrlors gathered fn an
immense crowd around Little Crow's house,

and Bhakopee came up, sod Liule Crow satd |F50

‘' Bhakopee wherelhave you been all day 7 Why
have you not been helping us kill these people?”'

To which Bhakopee replied, *' I have been
over the river.”

** What have you been dolog there 7

** Killing white people,” he replied.

** Thirteen"” In number one wliness avers he
enid, and another witness that be sald ™ six "—
thud contradicting ooe another. The third
witness says he spoke of the sama thiug the
enme dav, and gave itbe oumber as seven.

When we reflect upon the motlve that cxiat-

to cross examine the witnesseq for although
they desired one they had no Money to. pay,
and strange to say the Government does not
furnish Connsel when a prisoner is unable to
supply one. As to Bhakopes there ks mothing
to exclie Interest.

He was always rated by Indians and whites
88 o llar and & coward—nothing to excite inter-
eat, save what has been siated as to his saving
the Mfe of a whita man and family, dnd the
weakness of the testimony’ him—amba
cerialn native eloquence. For Instance, when
the first engine passad to the Fort, Bhakopes

year. | proke from his guards and rushed to Colonel
latter | McLaren and sald, “ Look there—see that—

—that soltles our fate ;—over these lands
my father was once undlsputed chiel, and over

| these hills I once rode free npon my horse, and

now,” polnting to the chale about his walst,
“look st this"—and polnting to the chaln
running from his walst to his foot, **and this”®
—and scanoiog himself all over, **and these

Fgs.

T: for Mediclne Bottle, the evidence was
sufliclent to justify o conviction. But there la
oo oné who bas cooversed with him,—un-
less with & heart of stone—but hos
felt  plty and for him.
always the firat, say they, at the Fort, among
the prisoners, to #lsb to his feet when they
were called to work—always cheerful and
plessont and making no complalnt, saylng
when death stared him in the face, “Ian ®
man and have always regarded mysclt as &
man, God made me a mon and I koow I am
goiog to dle. [ bave becn s warrlor eloee I
was elghteen. I have fought the Chippowna
o twenty battles. T am not afrald to agaln
face death.”

*I would glve my right arm," sald an old
man from Cleveland, * to save that man's
life,” —aud he started away the next night, al-
thongh he was intending to remaln several
days longer. Perbaps he was the one who In-
duced tle President to sos the execation.

** Bave Medicine Bottle,” whispered the In-
terpreier (o snother person talking with them,
' I'care noihing for Bhakopes, but Medicine
}inl.l.l?htmhnvun fellow to suffer soch a

ate,"

His slns are the sins of education and hie na-

ed the noblest in man—abllity to meet deub
without bravado sl with a smila X.

The Pacific Railroad.

Economie Miferonce In Favor of the
Northern Houte 745 Miles,

From the Chicago Republican.

The New York Times states, on the anthori.
ty of the English capitallste who have been
making a tour throogh the West, that thesa
temen are prepared to report favorsbly
apd withont vation oo the Immense re.
sources of that portion of the country which
they have visited.

It ls mow geowrally underetood that the Id-
tention of these capitallsts is to ultimately ex-
tend the Erle and other lines of eastern rail-
roads to the Piclle, on the broad guage plan,
The queations Lhen wrise, are we e bave two
roads ; if nut, whether the northorn, central or
southern is the best.

Dariog the past fow wecks the commlssion-
ar of the porthern lloe has been in Canada and
Is now In n, endeavoring to enlist Lhe
Camadlan and New Engiand people in that
ronta, Thils route, sa we have before atated,

Ie to bave a termions at Paret's Bannd. on the

tlon.—he has o quality which has been deew- |

nesspias=Hloct of Radical

Portrayed===Negro 'I'm‘rlr;l.::l-b‘o
Wihdrawn.

From Brownlow's Whig of the 27uh alt,
Thousands of free colored persons
Ung in and arodnd the
otber Bh:;,hima lhhd‘afm
employment. !
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there will be great suffering
tality among them.
SUFFRAGE AND SUFFERANCE.

I8 & bad state of féeling now between

There
them and the whites, and it 18 dally growlng
more bitter,

Many of the negroes are Inenlt-
lnglhowhim[mt{os who never ownad any of
thelr color and mever did them any wrong.
They frequently elbow unprotected white wo.
men off our narrow pavements and cursg white
women passing them, just to show their au.
thority.  Others are swearlng on the sf
and we have heard them say that they wil
clear ont the d—d town! And stlll another
clasa will say that if they are not allowed thelr
rights at the ballot-box will resort o the
cartridge-box! And they ewear they will be
backed up by the Government.

As one deslring the welfare ot the color
geopla they will pormit me to say they

civa the leglslatare of Tonnessee Into confurc
ring upon them the clective franchise. They
cun by the demonstrations they are makiog in
thie direetion, deprive themselves of any such
rivil 80 far s Tennessee I8 concerned.
‘v Federa] Goveroment bas no right to eon.
ol tho sol e quesilon In Tenoessee. And

the great Unfon party of the patlon will have

moie eensé than w0 altempt to control the
quesiion by Congressional legialation.
THE TOWNS TO DE CLEARED.

Gepersl Tilson, at Memplis, has determined
that he will compel the people of color
o leave the elty and surronnding towne, even
if thelr removal requires military forca, Ha
has seot o through the ity to learn who
have employment and who have mot, and to
notify them that no forther supplies will be
t‘nmﬂhad to those that can support themselves

und refose Lo do so. At Memphls they have
for buoumlrn

thelr conotracts, and that he will compel
em to work at the rates and places agreed
npon,

I raok Gen. Tilson among the best men we
ever hud In command at Kooxville, and Iam
pleased to find thal be is stlll showlng his good
sense and love of justice at Memphis, We lack
such "“’i}?‘*““ among the colored people In

the Bta

this end te, and [ bope it will not be | that
I“ﬁ.mm more rigid miuhunm are adopted
by o

o Commissioners Freedmen, who, as
I understand it, have control of m:mh-nnch of | his

offalra. ‘Thera Ia no hatter man In the sarvlaa

33

What Miles 0?Rellly Think
Grant,

Miles O'Rellly was formerly ou
leck's staff, and hemeo oy be
prejudiced agalnst that geotleman'
rival, At least he bears down om
what in a late number of the

T
we take his refusal to speak |
any evidence of excessiva modesty.
find him rushing frantically abount
tiona to recelve the cheers, banoers
llmblilhll arches and compliments
En Ic have not yet grown wi of
is noddiog but sllent image?  Th
man shopld not spsak too often ot
very true; but
ack, 4 mAD DEVEr 6]
apd leaves ue in doubt whether he |
red view aboat hlm," the error s
the elde of excesslve reticence, If
palofully diffident that he cannot uti
words Lo the crowds he sees kotool
labalooing'about his carriage, hote
car—why does he contloue 10 hay
emident modesty toted all around £
Beershaba, s if with & hunger neve
fied for the shouts und ovations of
cllizens? Bome people say that
Bherman bas done too much talklo

haps this may be true. Is pot G
,Luulleme te oo much of thes
und-shaking business 7

The sons of New England |

A good joke Is told of a judgein ]
ghire, He always kept-a demijok
Jomaica io his private office for hi
friends., The Judge had noticed for
on Mondsy morning his Jamal
elderably lighter than he left it o
night. Another fact had establlsh
mind, 800 Bam wis misalo

marantal rass In ahoeebh am Qe dees

Detail from the October 14, “Saint Paul Pioneer.” This anti-Indian racism was not representa-
tive of all settlers; at least one citizen submitted a letter to the editor, which called attention to a
number of “palliating” factors to the case against Shakopee and Medicine Bottle.
Download the full letter to the editor of the October 14, 18635, “Saint Paul Pioneer.”
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http://editions.lib.umn.edu/openrivers/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2018/11/1865-10-14-Letter-to-the-editor-in-defence-of-Shakopee-and-Medicine-Bottle.pdf

ISSUE TWELVE : FALL 2018

into the nature of public opinion and racialization however, the basic events and places are evident,

working against Dakota people, and that such and from a social justice perspective it is import-
sentiment was not universally shared. Those ant that we revisit the cases. Perhaps the stories
opinions were (and are) also shaped by larger of these three men should be told to visitors
political debates, taking individual prisoners and  to Fort Snelling, the place which served as the
making them the face of a much larger cause. source. Because, unfortunately, these stereotypes
Amidst the racialized and political rhetoric, and prejudices are still with us today.[4]

Footnotes

[1] For those interested in reading the reporting first-hand, I have found references to the cases in
the Saint Paul Pioneer on September 26, October 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, and 26, and November
2, 10, 11, and 12. Issues were accessed on microfilm at the University of Minnesota (also available on
microfilm at MNHS).

[2] The editorial comment also referred approvingly to a recent case in which a mixed-ancestry man
was subjected to mob justice by townspeople; it is thus disturbing to consider how this editorial both
condoned the act and encouraged further racial violence. This too has parallels to today.

[3] In fact, it had been a letter from Bishop Grace of St. Paul to the President which had prompted the

Detail of a plan view of Fort Snelling, 1873.
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temporary suspension of Shakopee’s and Medicine Bottle’s executions. Saint Paul Pioneer, November
2,1865.

[4] The contemporary issue of Native incarceration is the subject of several related exhibits in the
Twin Cities. The “States of Incarceration” exhibit is in the Minnesota History Center in St. Paul
November 20, 2018 to February 18, 2019. At the AIM Interpretive Center in Minneapolis, an exhibit
titled “The Great Spirit Within the ‘Hole’: AIM and Culturally Focused Prison Education” opens
December 1, 2018. A digital version can be found at https://statesofincarceration.org/states/minne-
sota-carceral-colonialism-imprisonment-indian-country.
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